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As someorowtv a ^eptycoTtcrmed, tcih inefeciuallyand «Vi)cal% «fth 
afiiesotrtauorul Wence aod<fepl»Bfi)ent partaterly >fiir»<i ? > o lopif >9 Modd, 
ayxAiOing resevd' r a ratu^ee serOemerii m Nepal was ite most wnportam 
educaPonal opportunr^ Ounrg inyfotx )«an al Cornel For me anUircfiotsqf^ 
urupue axTlrtpUDsnsfe n IB metnodotogy By immersing onesetf iriCi a differ e nt 
scoal Mcrid, « 4 de saiuitaneousty exanimng cne% own soaafsuori and lived 
es^enences, the anthropologa axnes to Oiow and indeBtand a diffeientway 
of Ife Ultimately and Be^eBonipretiend the ccmpBoty of a commnty oc 
Nepal — the Hindu hsi9dsm in the n»gt of evil war and ptfrtxal i^ Ni av a l, 
and one of the pooiert countiies h the world — inde e d enal 4 ed me to orOcaly 
examate my own world, whfe seebng to understand one that was eatremefy 
feienL It other wortS, ei^dsnng a drffeient ccmnunty w some weye *Be' my 
own, ertabled me toretum to myowncommuwty wth neweyer in many way^ 
Mhfe oinductrig my researdt independenllyitaTbBn lefugee setite* 
ment, I was able B 90 teyond the reUmg of ethro^aphic matenal, arid do 
arthrefwlo^cd wort whie liwng wtB a famly ccnduetmg mttrnewy and pariK* 
ipaurtg it everyday ffe. Furthei I wasal)btoQiiestKn,$tk«}yandenga9e w ssues 
rroortant to o)nterr(iccaiy anthrcficfcqy that I had swied at Cornel giving me 
real expenence dscig the kind of leseerOi I hofeto puisne m the future 

My own pcston as a dta^crt: stiiyecL whose famiy had been refugees h 
the wake of the Armenian Gercode axnmided by the Turk^h g^wemnent of 
the Ortcrnan Errcme h 191 S, uadsainediy r dunned the enccaaitei. I myself had 
traveled B the Republic cf Armenia to take part m the lebuikjmg of the nadsn — 
playtng hero — for one mcnthii the summer tflet my sophomore year in colle 9 e, 
uJTbUULliig a sdaxi h an Armenian ifcgo. More irrficrtantjy peihaps I went to 
Mt kAlash to meet Tibetans, arid Bm^istard myaelf. 

Ihe 'enccuiter' m my own leseerdi wes made apparent fcr me on Apnl 24. 
Cm AcH2A a SurdK I awoke early as usual IheswwassNnngandlheacwtf 
heavy as monsoon season would seen begin. Acconftig to the Tlieian calenrbr, 
whidi folows the phases of the moon, the day was aiepioous — a fii mcen 
day Simiianeously lb) my fena^tauon whO) dBagarded the tine O^artge), 




Sophia ■ ala lloa 


Amentsnssrciurta (he Morld Wed gKiW>e5afv3 tefcto remer ti ef lT»rT<l>eib 
9vwe(utyof (heAmenen derxiode. MytaiheiwDuld be JtSi PemOctCjtne* 

in New'itrt Cr^Bbng perl in the rteusnel anmernorsbon Being soaal* 
eed es an AmieniarHhnienun, Iteli rtwes sceneihng I should ebotekeOme to 
refnenbefc and perhaps because thef had shared so mudi Mth me, I descnbed 
for my Tibetan fnervh the meaning o( the debtor Armenians. 

Thef Mere detuned) Ihey ware delighted to see me as, m a May, hke 
them The mere ur^nt guesOon was about the homeland, and they were more 
delighted to Oiow that aharcentunes, Armema had gained independence. Th& 
for them, correberated the idea, as did the State ol brael that rt was only a mat* 
tet of tine, that historical example and the natural pudi and pul of hcaxiol 
dianga was cn the* 9de. 

Miat became tnque about that rramenl m my own imagination was that 
k seemed to a^wfy an inportant part of my ralabondi^ and ^avitaiKn to Mt 
Kaiiash. It brought to my adenoon what had brought me, a third^enerabon 
ArmenetvAmencan, B that plas Bememberiig the displasment of my own 
9eal*grandmo(het at the ghompa evoked a meaning of my desire to ask Tibetan 
^andmothen abouttheayswneys, and Tbtan youth about their a^nences 
as refugees 

n in* way the Tibetans at ML Kaiash contributed to my natasnal mythol* 
C9K and my way of knowing myself, however entvely imaginary that knowing 
wcaidbe Myown journey m the ML KaladiSertlemenlecempkfestheiAavcrk 
bn^ig for self*Oiow*i^ and rts actM imagmation l came to the refugee smp 
rfciren by something akm to what drove f4^ial*bom Tlietan students to draw 
fanofui pictures of an imaginary TteL and i&sra B hc(> on the Lathmandu-to* 
lhasa bis. 
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We Could Be Heroes: Mythico-History, 
Diaspofic Nationalism, and Youth Idenciry 
among Tibetan Refugees in Nepal 

I f> t r • d ti 6 1 1 c n 

Inim bookoA the nFOonftl<ttAiologyofHucu 
tfW lifid Malkkt writM« *in a occu/s: The 

mrieofiatixing meophm ^ <dwic y tooti, fMS, sttde — m aiaihed 
my id hoMCi doodfidn^ wave, Sows^itMM and civan'' <1995 *1 Hilkki 
aifue that isi the mcdm ^ neion-Mate, coIcum aad kkaticy aft ccew 
caivad in hiockffiancall^ wfitorial wma. Tlw, baiog aikl 

thmtms natioeel tdanrxcy which attampts to apf«a< pm« whola natural 
The *{v)idaced^ broken toon* cftliiplacement an aihag coIcoaI »da^ 

ticy and adama^ad natiMd identity'' <I5) 

Thii tbaofy cf diaapoea^ c( commuiune ootaida of tbeif "orifmal* pl^a^ 
tha place tbay call th^is homelanJ, a tba Aindamentai baaia upon ari^ech th& 
acady reata. Thja pap<r mminea tba MyooadiaaptfK communiry negotiate 
the local toundaaiea of ita boat country and comntunxty^ and conatiucta and 
axpreoM a natioaai identity and national causa outaida of the tetriiory that 
de6cm It. Lika the teixijaea of mase violanca in MaJkkj'a acudy the commt^ 
mcy peeaentad beta. Tibetan ralu^eet in Nepul^ alao definea itaelf in Ljht of 
a apocibc hiatory of violenca and aubiu^ation Tba force of the vioiaaca etp^ 
tiencad by individaali. and collacavaly etpenencad by membera of the conv 
municy prodacad profotind trauma and apartkulai way conartuccint thair 
identity aa a gtoup whoaa cultural and pAyucal auevival u at tiak. thraatenad 
titt ouraide. 

In 19)1 Tibac was invadad by h£ao Ze^n^'a Paople'a liberatioa Amy 
fPlAX which laacituted a violanc policy that lad to the detcruction of 

Tibetan taligious institutions and traditional waya ^ hh, m atall e a tramen-* 
doua amount of phyakal violem if ainst Tibatan paopla (n 1959. afrar tba 
violent auppmsion by the PlAofaciupfiaicig ataj^ by Tlbecana in tba capital 
City ofUesa^ theDaUi Inma^ tberalijioaa and political la^arc^ Tibet, fled to 
Ifvdi^ Tbere. he attabliihad a government to and procured bnds from tba 
Indian goveto me fu aa placer ofsattlemaoc rhe 100^000 Tibacan p^Ofda who 

foUoatoJ him Mott sartlad in Irvlk, Nepul aod Bhurao; later, some cootiaued 
on to Europe, tha Umcad Stater and Can^ 
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For the oiU survivors of Kha tbr sid^M t^tti which gavr birth 

to flttdi^&foracoA^cfta tba primory biscory by vhicb d>r Tlbrtui commujsicy 
ift coocaivas its kkotity as a Tl^ busmy is concapuati^, toU 

iShd ratold m a way char laflacrs liklxvidaai and coUacciva mrmorira ol^viotroca 
aisd drwruTfioci in tba p«s<. Tha local circoMcancas, of <ha laoUwd ralu^aa 
satrlaffiaoc in Nrpol^ vbm^ baif a crocury aim thair thr Tibatans 

Ucbin^ soc^ arsdacooomic stability aadpolieecal(i(bts^ pao-* 
Vida <hr i£iparxis lor h^tory and id an city conarti^ion in tltt pmant 

Thu My of concaptualirin^ and cuftaaing h^tory a what Halkki calls 
^mydiiobiatory* accamolo^kalordatiag ol"<ha worU in adnch actors drAaa 
f Ittcnaalvas in oppMDait lon to an in bina/y tamts of good vatsus avil. Tba 

pose baccanrs an altagory lor parsant avants, which ara concaptualiaad in tba 
san>a^ CBoral tarma as titt buscory of violaiKa (MalUci 1995* How than 

doas thr Tibatan com&uoicy lo aula raprodaca tustory^ mamory and griaf; 
construct idanticy; andconcaiva and act our tittir national dtitias^ 

Tha purpcaaofthis poporistoaxaffiina tba local conditions ofT^batan raf« 
ugaa Ilia in Napal. and diacevar bow dus commuoicy constructs ie idantity as 
Tibacan My raaaafcb finds that thay saak rasoufcas oursida of thtii host nation^ 
ft^ an lotamatiooal nacwork of VMtaro supportats, anJ avantudly drfioa 
thacnsalvas globally. Howavar^ thacanainty of bdonging lot Tibotans is 
ultunataly challaagad WbikdsaTibatansambfacad tbaWastamaid workats 
and sponsors as ^sacond poraocs^'' uJtin^raly lotarmasiiaga with wastatom^ 
lb( avanspla. was l a at a d and saao as chaUaogiag rha narusal oadar of natiocial 
idantity Evao thesa sourcas a community amploys to clasffi aikJ aasart natiooal 
idantity may chdiange its purity and complacanaas How doas tha aiila com- 
nsunity avoid wbat Halkki calls *tha anoulmant of an 'otha^*^ tha *loashil 
syromatry inharant lO tba nationalist twt* (Malkki^ 2)8) (o orhat wtfds, in 
te-clajnsiog bit aftat davastation. and clajmiog nationality in aula, that local 
condjtioos allow a community to saman^at tha past without damooi&ng tba 
p<rpatratoa ccmmunicy and saausmng to violanca? 

Mothndolofy 

Tha rasaarcb fbf this study was conductad in April and May cf 200^ lor 
ona month ^ a samastat^long stay in Napd with tba Comall^Najal Sci^y 
Pfogaam^ in tba Mt Kailash Tibatan SactlamanL (Tba aama of titt satrlamanc 
wMe tha rasaarcb was conductor has barn chaogad. Mt Kailash is a fictsocul 
nama ) Prior to my tasaarcb. I a/as fbaruoata aootigh to nwat Tbanng Dolkar^ 
a taranty^yaar old stikiant of acooomics studying at tha l ^Ff at woman's campus 
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MU rbe Ut Kiik&h &ttkm6fu. H^f hofM, wlvtt I m«( her whik iravetidg^ 
wts eci iMlJced ser? kmeru in fhe ftonh, vbere &he mj vi&uin^ her tether eikl 
wm u f he rise Ho vevet, tbf the pw yenr sbe heJ tce^ with her euot ejkl 
untie it Hr. Keiln&h^ vhm she hed deo lived £of May yeere vbik etcerklij^g 
priMeey rthool ee e cbiU. end Uier whik lO hjgb in the neeeby <iry 

Having Ttein^ DoUcer^ eo ineickr in the c^amonicy^ as my guide during the 
mooth^my Meee<h was invetuebk. 

n>e pnmefy Unguege ueed in my inre^iews with young people was En$« 
liih; d^enJing on the interviewee's level of Eeglieh dueney TWtiog Dolkar 
a:ted as my cfensiecor. She introduced me to people^ arranged aeetings and 
ustervkwa^ and ^ted aa an evet-preaenc guide ai Mt. Kaihsb^ providiog answets 
to my unenJing queaoons Tbe friendship of TWtiog Dolkae and her family, as 
well ae tew: King social aeudks ec tlw ser? kment's primary school mry day^ gave 
me a wealth of cpportunicies to gee to know people, and observe acal partiCK 
in daily life. The young people I spoke to were pfimarily from the ages of 
18 arvd 22, chough while volurueefing at school 1 abohad the opportunity 
to talk in depth with teachers a^ young parents who were slightly oldec 
The interviews directly in this popes draw cn my a^tervkws with 

young people, both mak and female^ cf whom were still in scl^oi^ but 
s^e who had left scl^ol to week selbog handicrafts to touriac^ This gteaip 
was sore edi^ated chan the average Titecan euk This is mosc likely due to 
tlw ^t that Tsenng Dolkat ol^n introduced me to bes IsierkK wuh whom s^ 
atceodad college^ or hed a siffiilas level cf education. Foe this teaaon^ the sampk 
group IS not representative ot aU youth io the camp but tepeeseots those young 
peopk who tlw intetest arvJ apcittak to continue cbeir studies 

Mlitofleal •nek9eound 

By 19)5 the Chi^se government began co stskcly enitfce Comteunisc 
ideology and a colonial^cyle policy in T^bet^ irwli^ling the colloctiviaation 
of property, oppresstoo of religscais ttpre&sioci. aikJ disarmamerv cf atieena 
On March lOch I959» sparked by new rumors cf a Chictfse to kidnap 
the Dalai Larna^ thoumiula of Titucans poured loto the streets in peotesc of 
the occupuaion. By March 17 th an armed bectk had commenced between the 
PIA and the Titutan arm^ forcing the Dalai lama aikl bis family to 
dee ro India (Avedon I9?9* Hearing of tlwir leaders flight, aid due 

to the condition of cheir own home villages acd cities^ chouauvda of Tibet* 
ana lollowed Once irv India tbe l^ma embarked on the mueion to aid 
h& eiikd subk<^^i aid preserve rbe culture that was being destroyed inaide 
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Dbet A hfgi pkA ^ thjs was d>e Mibljshmm of fHSigkk ttukmefws 
By I99B chm wkrt46 MCflm^nrs^pkovididg hoMsaAd CMmaj^iU£& 

fo moM of 100^4$! Tibtcan (dxi^m m t^L^, Ntjai aikl Bhuuii (Dom 
N ofba 2002* tS9^ Wfh thk urgicig of fhk Uiyc«d Ndtions aikl joJividuds, 
titt gomoMM ofierkd Icic«r6MMCdi C^miCM of tht lUd Cross 

^ vlbch th^y^r^isbfid ths &tm feur ssctlsmsiMS Nsfoi^ Ism grow* 
90 1 1 SACKbmsciss throughout ths oofthsrr) pun ^ rbe coudtry^ 
two 10 d>e<spicd KitlmsMu (?crtcs 19B9: 2^M) 

Tbdi^ Tibs cm rrfugsss (O Nsful tkc< s<oopht MC^<ir<umscajKr^ Nsk 
thsr lowfoitiociii rshig«e low, oor t notJOAOi Srgd <ods lor nfufHi govt ms 
titt ktatoi sikl tMtmtcif oftl^Tibttm comffiud^cy iriNtjal. B-H^jgtt jJtruicy 
booklets hod boto lautd to spptoxiAuroly 4^000 TibttSAS. ai>J although in 
199) flttgoi^romtcif btgsn lauu^g aort^ only enough wm^swd ferappros* 
iMittly oot cjuamt ^ the total rafugtt pM^ulation (FrothtM 2001: 127) In 
Ftbruary of 2005 I had jnttrvMwed the Ddax Imna'r rtpMtnurivt in Ntpai^ 
^Rmgchi^k TWriog^U Kttstimatad that hctkovar half the approaimataiy 
20«000 Tibetan tdxigae^ mcatly aldm, potsawd cha idaoaty card. Ht told 
n>a that the card grants Aaadonu such as movamtot within dw country^ pto-* 
taction ftoa undua arrest^ aod givas bmitad accaas to OAivtraicy adi^tion 
Howavrt tha card doaa noc authonat taployn>ant. whjcb limits aiilad Tlbat* 
ans* capacity to fifkl payiog ioba fVcngchokTaaring 2005) Despite donaaions 
vaiioua govaaenwnts and NGOs, thaia status as refugees aikJ^ incraa^ 
ingly^ Nepal's Mmist inaufgeocy and ccaumquant drop in counsm. have made 
it diAcult for aany Tlbacana roaaka a living 

The Tibetans' puliticai status as noe^iuaans cf Kaput also impiciges on 
their ability to accivety lapwrt the Tibetan l^maland under Ouna and its 
struggle te cultural survival and indap^ndanca. In her book on Tibetans in 
Napal^ Ann Asn^recht Pcabes explains that tha Nepali state ^already leelsthec 
tittovm acceptance ofchii group debned by Chinese as its enemy enduigars t^ 
sensitive relenonship between rha cwocouncnew" Fearing Ouna's siae, power^ 
and potenral *expunsionisc aocives,'' but also being e recipient of QsifMe 
aid^ Nepul seeks to appease China by containing public political atpeession by 
the Tibetan community U9B9* I4SX (n rheir studies ofTitucan communiues 
in Ne^, Forbes 0969). as well as Fredwcte <2002), acd Moymhan (2002) 
compare the aicuenon of Tibetans in Nepal to those living in Indi^ Based on 
Nepal's pttuion vi^l*vu Chiru, as ccmpured to Irvdia's position, their stta^ 
les view the Nepali government as limiting the political freedom of Tibetans 
living there. For example, m April of 200}. Nepali of&cials caught a grcaip 

I2e 



Til Ifirrn^ ^ili^ i/Viih, M\um\ 


ijf Tibtcaj> vho li^ b^tu cfavFliAj te two ttMuhs cc Mch 

Kitlmai>du, and cJwm ba^ coChjtewbm tlwy fo t< <r»ed fee 

ilk^aUy cfoain^ tha boftkr. Tltis OApfa^^ikfUFd miw ibock^ Tlb^taiu aikl 
Tlb« sapponm, wb^iav leas ibttiikacaoA i^fUf tt^T^bauA<OAwaj)icy 
i plKt had ai a laft havan m fitt pw (Jayihi 2005) 

TlttTibataj) MCfImm wbmtha fiaidvockte thjs pfo^f wasccodiKud 
ii coa of Napd's oklar and iarsar sanlamaiMS^ opMd vif h cbe akl of tba S wifi 
Devaiopoaoc Cofpmiioa a&d Ntpdi Gownowfu. A< <ha fima of 
0tabli5lmaor« t50 T3t<caci (g/faht^ iJKladifij 600 indiveduals, cama co lacfia 
tba oaw caap Mo&c of titt&a famileas, by dw micnafe d>a camp's 
4^r Um»ft r ^CBf, <am€ tlw tajiOd afoucd cha Napd bofdaa^ m fba U* 
M waatatn proaim cfTibao 

lo 2005 tha popolaiica) of d>a<amp had $roam co 1452 i^viduala^ 
iiKladu^j 180 family^ oaks N«% famiias wara oca parmitcad p^maMAC mk 
dam^ so baudea 21 ivoA^maivne tamiliaa; most of tha lohabscacias wasa tba 
osijinai satrlaaa aikl tbais daacamiama Vlsluo tha camp is a paiMfy school, a 
aj>d monastery, an old a^ boma^ a TIbataA madici^ as as a Vasf« 
am madk)oa diAk^ ami a aomiBuoicyhalj. Titt moac sacmccoosrrurfion was a 
hoaaal chat paoviJad room ami boaad Sof Tlbataii scodams comia^ Acm femota 
aattlamarws chai la^kad pfiMay school &ciiinaa to acudy at cha primary 
Tiva carpac ficcor^ om of the fiast Tibatao carpac produccioo caruats m Napalm 
as wall as tltt baAd^esafe shops, wara arcfacfioos chai bfoujhc occasional toureas 
to fitt sarflamaoc aAd paovidad asmail loc^^ Ibr rha ccmmuojcy macotars 

fh» Local 

Tlbacafi rafuf^aas at Me Kailasb Saulamarvt had ao acuta saosa of cham* 
salvas as Tltacaos^ as ralugaas^ assd of ri>ais historical aid cootamporafy strug* 
gla as a paopia Tf^ii saosa of history assd thair own ^darwicy was jnibfmod by 
the local cooditiorss ia Napoi^ as wall as of tha Tltacao h^naiaod Althou^ 
Tibacans m rbacamp lud vasyiog opiruons about odsan aid jfTlbat would gaio 
iftdr p arsdaAca, a!l« wxthouc axcaptioo, said tbay would rerxim co Tibot if 
givan dsachaaca TbaT^botao youth as tha camp £sk a strong commicmanc to 
both eba political scmggla Ibr Tibafs indapaodanca askl d>a currant matafial 
cond)tioos of tha country as wall as a sama of tasponsibilxty to tha Mt Kailash 
community aod tba aula comffiuojty m ganaral 

TV Tlbatan youth in aula lacad a problamatk combination of two of tba 
kay raalicias* apaofcairddasj ta to corwributa to tV plight of tha Tibacan poopla 
assd tha intamal E^tors rhas prohibitad tVa from ^tisaly icnpocciog thair 
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MiHMJscAiKgk ThtTibetM£iycMuhc(AtMt K^lasb caiMd 

Afi <fiv)(OQMCif <hdt fc wttJ t utotf s^wofTit^cici idmeiry aikl b«lon{« 
iskf (0 cJ>e Tibetan con^mofucy. Id i snidy on Tibetan rthigM in Eurc^ and 
Nonh AmefKa. bo%ew«G)«ltaen<jyalcej expicm tbediaiancture lO Tibecan 
fmiliea and Tibecan yotuh ideoacy in the Vm TIm aatbof ai^uea thai tbe 
vaac djfi ef e n cea in cbe Vaamn <uJfufal and social aif^riac^ n of youtha^ and 
the Tibetan values and axpectationa <d tittir pMota^ le^ co condkc within 
the famjiy and disjanccura in the deveiopiog identieies of ^oun^ Moat 

Tibetan ycaitha in Swicaetland^ fo evaffipia^ do attend iutl^in^e Tibetan 
achcola^ idea d>eoM in Ifkia and Nepali and use Swia German m daily con-* 
vmation<Gyaltaen GyaJtaf 2002* 24^HX GyaJtseci Gyaita^t wtieea chat "tba 
limited command of their mochet tongue and lack of knowledge of tt^t own 
culcaee create ccmmurucarion dif&coities tacween rhe puteota aikJ d>eit <hi(« 
dren'' <249) The Tibetan youth ii *tom totween contfadicmy feelings toe hn 
pneervs and for ha ownofigina and the demands of the fbeeign cultural reality 
of Ide * Pun hee. Tibetan paaenra aae gerteraliy not able to pu on the relevance 
of their own values and norms m daily lift. Fiftc of all« it ii ooc possible to 
e traditionaj life in Switaerland. Seco^y, their colcoae n marginalieed in a 
dominant foreign envitonmerw'' <2)2^95) 

The youth etpefience at Ht Kaitash difitra from the Veaaem eepenence 
of titt Tibetans described m Gyaltsen Gyaltag's sttrdy Firsts Nepuli society 
has rigm&ant simdaeitiet to Tibetan society^ ucdike Westetn European cul* 
ctttet Nepal has a long tradition of Buddbirm stalling from Buddha's birth 
Lumbini in the south of tlw coontey, and many ethnk groups in Nepal am 
hutoeically and coltoeally linked to Tibet and Tibetan Buddh&m. lake Tlbet^ 
Nepel IS a primaaily agrioiltoial society The two countries the environment 
of tbe Himalayan Motincaina^ a^ trwie routes that have brought people^ idea 
end goods throughout the region for cenruries. 

The younger geitfrationa in tt^ camp h^ e diflmnt relationship to tittir 
homeland chan tbeie parents and grandpaaenrs who grew up in^ and 0ed Titec 
Tibetans in the Kailash Settlement imagined Tibet and Tibetan identity in 
ways possible only in eule, and that caused tittm to 6ed uniquely 
end empowered to be agents of change fee rheir naiional community 
Tibetan youth in the settlement were hinlunemally concemnJ with 
Tibetan way of lifs^ and with the erosion of culruse in the l^ev^lanJ tb^ seek 
to regain Tluy es^eessed e desire to cnaintam a traditional Tibetan way of lift, 
etivuc solidarey and unity end to imp^ titt fare of titt communiry a^ nation 
Physcai markers like *Pree Tibet'' tattooed on boys' arms^ embroidered on t« 
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ihirts. oi p4jfu«d isi gu^g i«(ttft on a buiUjn^ cfintni to cin^p, lugtUighf 

jnpofttM ol" Qi£iMuj CUM, a^aUotttf pubijc QinMcf itt n^ttsuotu 
As TibwaAS living iA cuk^ OkinA the loduenc^ of CIuam oppMUon^ 
tod ai fidocared^ literacy and UHliAgud nwmbm of t Itt CMVjnuAicy, the yooth 
aev tbrnselves u the oecewry bee/en cf tbe njMOAei WAiggle. RelyiAg on 
MWiptpm, me^eiine&^TV aAdfadio, ea well aaeuentivdy on iAtenwe sources 
wbkh they ecceewd in inrefnet cefb in titt ciq; youth ^^ired knowledge 
ibokft the current ticuetiod in Tibet in weys thet tbeif ofceo non^feeding^ noc 
to men non compuref lUiterate porencs anJ gtendpureno could noc 

Although most of tlttif peeenrt cnede o (iving telling handictafe and sou- 
venirt^ the youog people thee I ipdie to, most ol" whom west pursuing higher 
educeiion^ hopod to heve cereers thee would ellow thes to impact the Tlbecefi 
community moe^ pc&itively sisters^ Pesseng Iheffio end Quae Us^on^ 
who were boch studying at titt Nepali women's college in the ciq; e^reesed 
this sense of duty* 

PL Ve weot to help 

Q>* Qif g ovee&ff ^ M has l^lped us Ve heve to poytocL It's our tespotw 
sibibry. . I weoc co {work lor] the ^Rimen's Association Eocoueag^ 
ment^ empowerment, eikl give them some moee knowioJge 

During titt timel steyed in tbeemy ^ooeof the me|orNepuli news stories 
concetnwJ a oew tcairist bus lir^ runmcig between Keahmeodu andlhese 
topic provoked converttiion enxong young people^ wl^ were cooceeoed about 
the negative lapwrt of the bus line end increasing tcurism on the wellbeing of 
Tibec^ but also provoked en isook con&sion ovet how the rdugees themselves 
might benefit Acm the new mode of rsevel. 

PL Vrah^we get the chance to see the whole Lhasa, though we weren't 
tM>m in Tlbet^ but we can see« at least. 

TD. Aah^ no No^ no. no (mpoauble. Ve need to be Nepab citieen or 
other Ibeeign extiaen. Actually, tittre are Titecan refugees with selugee 
cards [But for] them gteng too. xt^ impMible Tluy ase not allowed 
to go.. There xs a lot of courisa in Lhasa, but all [xsl run by Ounsse 
govemaent, so if they get lots of money^ it will not Ittip Tibetan 
profit, it wxli help the Chinese government 


i}i 
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TWridg DolLai thu bui liMWoalJ bfifi^ mofe counsm 

<0 UttSd^ vbkh would 6mlMr ik^mk TibotaA anJ rhai <lw Ouqm 

govaroffienc, Tlt^caoi^ wcaiU pfofic fha oaw amAjmm Tba cmw 
cam cha bui alM spoka co a daap aanaa of frusnai ioa lojuwica that 

aa Tlt^cao rtfugaaa^ wxhoutofMtthipor a aatkfui posapoac, <ooid ftoc 
accaaa fba aiffipk t/aiupofi ofa bus ayuas bacwaan Kaili/naAdu co t Ka4j 
TTva bKowiog made by TWifig Dolkai m a<0ftvafaai»0A wi<h 

bar ftkrvd^ Paaaog Dolkar, and illuamM AAdaraoo'a "lon^^iatajKa 

rwioruLaa* aa ic pia^ oui isi <ha aacdaaaor 

hUsif rChioM aaa) Lviag m Tibac. . Mayba [TAat] w)U to ]uac 
l)ka HoQ^Koog lo aai(a (wal will pfawmT^eajKulcora. So 0)Tibat, 
aighr mpw, wa saa in tba nwxa, {aMl pkcuaa^ iha ycn^g T^caAS aaa 
vary, very frahicnabla! Coopaaad to vary Iduoittbla' I>tfy ara 
calkio(ChjnaaanoaA cbayapealtOuM&aian^uafacAiy . aodiflaraoLSo 
rcana old p^^pk ebay [ccrua^ua] thaii old aulrura .. Bui youn^ 

(ici Tlbat]» uuh! Fully ahan^ad .. [Bull dra Tibetan aiilaa very much 
koow eha rv^daro ttJucacoo. T1>ay ata ahouiin^ tprocaanng} . Baibaa^ 
yeah, bafera in New Ycak^ ai c hr UKO. Chirttsa Pnma Muw 

Of something^ cama in tha UNO^ ao the Tibatacu acd maciy Aivm« 
can poepia ioNrw V:ifk« aaa rbouiin^ to eba Chirw 

Tranog Dolka/a coanmar^t auggattr noc only the coocarci for Tibet's 
rufvival^ but alro the aflact of t^noiogy, hare moviat a^ piMOgrapte, in 
creating knowiedga about the homaiand TWtiag Dotkar rear d>a com-* 
municy and by axtaaaicn^ harsalf aa a armbar nf thia comffiuaicy^ as mpom 
tibia for action, like the Tibetans ^sboutiag * what vt might call "making 
r^a ooisa'' at titt United Nations in New Yotk Not only th6, bat aha sees 
thia community aa an ulcimataly glcbal one. Ttaring Ekilkar'a cemmaots about 
the tran&fbtmationofTibacans in Tibet on d>r basis of videos and photogtaphs, 
p^ »ofcmats iy ihot by nomTit^caos^ acd bar acterrtion to Tbrtans in New Ycek 
at the United Naiions whiA she learned about on the intamec^ Airtlttr high- 
light the imp^ ol" transnationai lO the fbamation of identity Vhda hirw 
dered and tnasginaliard by Iccal coceLtiOM, a^ unabte to raty on local and 
naiicnaj tesourcasand technologire^ like the bus^tha sacork^aod rhird^gmrr^ 
tioo ycaith rely on madia and technology which is global in its reach 

Unlike d>r case c^Tite cans in the West there was little desite or tendency 
on eba pare of Tibetan youth to adopt Nepaix practices^ o< inragrata cbemsahras 
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iACohkf^i Mcal^^ukufdtf lA. (a th^&jfuJCiOA eo Tlb^e^ 

yotAh IboiMl Ml huffiij) fi^o vxoUcim adJ Mcal AC^^nvifoim^fKiidF^r^ 
<lii(C^ <omnict^ by fb6 ChuMegovMiAWit Tb^ wtre cmkmmJ fbi< tht 
Tlb« <i tlwir a^ln ofop^ spa£t ^c wtcJ with ^ak Iwrds^ 

pUfuihii milk aAd butc^r^ a^ coloffuJ p^ay^ Ai^ in tha wiikl was 

4i&apfpaafiJi( Tbay diicu&Md Chuu's <^ macflamant of Haji Ouana 
iSito ipMaly populated Tlbat^ as wall as tha popolaiioa conuoi policy and jas 
afiWc on au/vival cf aha Tlbatan paopla. Othar aopica wm Oinas^biw 
^aa^aducaiiod aod tbadaarh of d>a Tlbacan languay* tha sale cfinaxpmjva 
alco^l and <ifaaetcas; pfosticoticn lO Uuat; and tha dascfucoon of mcausta^ 
[M anJ anciactt art. 

Tha Tibatan youths at cha Mt Kailash Sactlamant aitand^J Tibatan schools 
nuMfy until tha <omplac»on of hejh ftcm nuasary until ai^hth 

^rada tbay sttaodad pfimaiy school tocatad insick tha sartkmacit. Follow^ 
ing titt cony latioa of ptimaay school^ rhosa who or wata sbla to contmaa 

With thtif oJocaaion^ arm buaaJ to cba T^baun sacomkry m da city 
aach day^ a school conductad in BsigSah sisd Tltacao. EUtlwt than c^plaunj 
thair final cwo yanrs at a Napal) hejhar saccodary schcol naaa tba satclamacic^ 
titt studanrs travalad co Kathcnandu a4>ara tbay lived in a bostal lot Tlbatan 
acuda&as lor two years whda ectanJing tha Tibatan higher secondary school. 

In cha sartlamant^ each day bagnn antb a Tibetan prayer to l^kash^ 
wofi^ tha Buddhist goddass of wisdom^ Ibllowed by a rousing rarvliuon of tba 
Tibatan National Anthem, and finally titt Napali Anthaffi The school's cu^ 
rkulam indoded Nepali kngaage. and used Napoli social stadias taxtbvxpks 
which focused cn Napal a^l South Asu. Outsida of tba Nepali language claas^ 
howavat all othar claasas arera cooductad paimanly in Tlbacan, with soaa 
insan^tioo in English. Tbase ckseas includad math and schnca^ as wall as 
Tlbacan laoguaga and litat^y^ Tibetan history^ aial Tibetan music anJ ckoce 
Usually it was ooc ucdass a studanc continuAJ to collage that chay mixed with 
tittir Napeli contampoaaries. Most Tibetans at Kailash worked outsiJa of the 
sacrlaffieoc, but rarely with Nepab people Most cAen Tibetans worked icd^ 
pandamiy or with e group of Titecaas from tha camp^ salliog handicrafts and 
souvenirs co tounse. oa somatimac &a e Tibatan busioaes owner. 

Though rha Tibetans and Napelis bad little letimateconr^c^ they aw and 
inaracted with each othar lO supatfirial weys on aday^coday basis The settle 
mant italf was located cn tba lower pare <£ e hilly aree^ sandwicbeJ between 
Napeli houses and fields on tba u^bill side^ and tba me fee road laaling to tba 
city on d>a downhill skla Napelcsoliaci came down from the hillside into the 
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equally CD Aett produce Th^if pMence was evidac^ ad by <dla of 
*baAiM aaJgfep^s are bare!" sjkl the hke.Tbmwara alao Nepoix edcplas^oes 
wbo worked in fba homes of some fba wealthier Tlbecaiu is> the aotckmaoc 
In rba area vbete <he secflement was locssed^ the Nepoii termers of the hiih 
skle^ in cheie etuv^own sAd tnekesb^ft heuses, wete c6m worse off then tbe 
Tibetans in rheir welRomtn^eed sertlameoc Vhile the Tibetan community 
wasaidoJ the aula gOMrameof in Dhassmsila^and various fceeigo spomoes 
spofttihetk to their plight, Nepd suAm as ooe of the poorest couotries in 
the worlds wheae mdirionally teudai^like system and conceapmey politicai 
turmoil have lafe the rural popeiUaion in dewtunon 

Tht local coraliuom of pouetty tor both Napalir and Tibetans, and tba 
political disempowerment the rrtugees created a deep misrrusc between 
Tibetans and NepaliS^ and a teeliog among tba Tibetan youth that the coralK 
rioos of Nepnl prohibited them troa ^tiog freely tor titt sake of their natiooal 
ause^ and thus expeeasing their national identuy One young won^ com-* 
pared Titetaos (iviof m Nepal to being "handicapped" in tlair capacity to 
^do somechicig tor {their] couotry'' Tlse aorc iruetescing and recurring way 
that yceing Tibetans about d>eir situatroo in Nepal was in recounting a 
particulaa annual comaemoretion of the March lOch Uprising Day 
p^t lO the city in lea oineteen^runeties This event, and the way xr was 
remembered and narrated by young people^ it akey example of tba tbeaarion 
of ^aytisiohjttoey,* as a peeeent event eiperanced in etile t^ame an allegory 
of tba past, mirroring tba moral ordering and remembrance of the ongioal 
March lOds Uprising Day <d ft was %l w tia meat impcetant way by 
which ( came <o underataikl the lapwrt of the local condxrioos of the Nepali 
host country on wlut it meant to te Tibetan in NepaL The Ibllowing are tlwee 
aepurete tellings of the everw. 

Pema Keleuig was a cwency^year-old student living in the settlement 
With his mother^ latber, and three riUingr^ and atteraling a Nepuli higher 
secondary school Due to health peoblems, he was forced to leave the Tibetan 
schcol (0 Kathmandu and rerum l^me^ where tbree is no Tibetan school lor 
the upp<r grades 

PK: The ptsUrical situation^ it's diftcult now. Nepal is under thu 
problem, very big pmblai^ So^ if we cry to do some ptsUncal (ectivicy) 
in Nepul^ It IS verydif&cult most of the Nepal goveromenr u 

(financed by] Chinese. So^ it is very difficult like^ in one of tba Tenth 
March. (Beatings] from Nepalx pdxce. 
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SB' Sowlwn »as <lus' 

PK: lOrhHaKh. 

SB Ofvhich yeu} 

PK: Pm Pive» sbc ytiA 

SB* So th^y W4H, tho police w<r« bmifig p^opk? 

PK: Y(sah« p^opk Aodsom^oai pMAti werepun^pfcoo 

Aod tAty hav« (tmlt liLo rlui^ if t^y do ag^in ii^ du, 

V)II puc tJ>m id lor i toci{ cimo, lO <be priioru Ao 
w« have cnade^ i>em <o do agaiA So^ m>w r Itt pduiCAl nrMaiioo fis a} 
probtem Ibr Tlt^caoi isi Nepal. 

Vhen I aakod Puaj^g Dolkar aboar h±f involvameru ir^ Tlt^cao 
rha Mfn^iurty begifi calku^ atoaic Upfiriog Day; 

PD: Yaah^ through r<hool. AoJ M'va lAvolvemeot io Upfi&iAg 
Day 

SB: So a4w kiod of act iviciea have cakao placa io tha paac fbf Upai^ 
itkg Day^ 

TD: HoAgar Strike Tbe e oaiiy ^em bafera Kjghr oov cha Nepal 
govemsem < an ^ ^ ^aah^Oo Vail M redo BafM^many yaan Befcre 
very paa^a ia the couAoy So. wa all pmripocad io boAgar acfika (io 
the cky}. So ai char uma titjak pobca taltf bfga aairk aid. . 

PD: And put lO jaiL 

TDiSoffiaTibataAi alao puc in jajlac char rima So m all ara joar ruiw 
oiog bera aad thara 

PD; And theo rvofc^y altom ur inro tittir homaa 


TD: Evan cheNepdia, the abopkeepee^ thayolott^whao we (cnad ro) 
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Aty dose <hk So iod <hst uo>e. So also cnsjiy toys they foc 
{beei vi(h] sskk £roa the police 

Pe&safi^ Lhemo, t fweocy«)w-okl sci^oc of coceowrce at the woov 
eo'& ceoipui, wts also qakk to speek ebous the Herch lOth events ti e peimtfy 
wey thet the mj involved lo the Tibetan comffiuoic^'s ot^anited aociai and 
pcliucat ecavifiea 

SB* Theo^ have you beeo involved lo any kind <£ social or politkal 
acavifiea tot Tibet? 

PLSo noey, yeah. On lOth March Yeah, on the lOthMaich, moat of 
the Tibetan petPpk from [At city) all the pei^le to (the censer 
of Ae city]. Ve matched all aiound {the citf] 

SB* Afkl, what was the porpose^ Tb drav actenuon to the Tibetan 
caoa^ So, the purpose of titt march was to commemorate March 1 0^^ 
and also to publicly dsav atteotion to .. 

PLaod TO: yaah, yeah. ysah. 

SB* And mhai do you semecoter about that rr^rch? 

PL: DtiTing tlut march, we all the people are gathered sogetM lO 
one big hail Then the Nepalaae police came tMe. And. than t^ 
Nepali police, titty have got a lot of Tibetan people, and.. m 
7>^ee. tear gas alao, they used. They most of Tibetan people 
io ]ail And later they sajd that they gave one agteement . tn 
TMs/oe. tttty gave one agreemeot that nov, toiay onward, we will 
nocdo diis kind of march 

There aie a number of key themes that amasge from these three recol- 
locoom cf the March 10th pretest First, many of the ame themea from the 
oeiginal hatory cf MaKh lOtIv 19)9 ere maintajned. For example, the ove^ 
poweted Tibetans rally Ibe the fa s ad orn cf Tibet; they aie suppeesaed by e brutal 
noo^Tibetan lorce;aod,petlttps moscinsereatiogly, in FemaKelsang 'a account, 
the Chicttse ut stdl the ultimate cause cf the Tibetan's eppeesaum, and at the 
soot cf the violertte against them, as *the Nepol government is (finatved by) 
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Guam." Tht new lOfrodored icito fitt myduco-hi&tofv i& Nepdx 
police e&d scece, as wall as titt TT* Nepal&« xn tha cdl^n^ of 

titt MOfv^ become the afaaas of violaaca^ hanuliaaon^ sisd a^lu&xon Vhen 
Pa&eaA^ Dolkar and Tearia^ Dolkai ckKrxbed Napalxi shutting Tibetans ouc 
of tt^e sh^s aad boaea, they describe t n>MJ ordet da&fiing cbe Napalxs in 
cppo&uion to cbe Tit^caos. Ac the aaa tm>e^ they also evoke cba peoblem of 
avctasion and aastxnaliution of rafu^ees xn Nepd« vhxcb uitimaca(^ xAbms 
a sense <d ufgtt^y, hcpeleasaeas and Jeaparation, bat which al io teaJs Tibaum 
Nepal to My on soaices beyond the Nepalx scaia-^upeananonai^ 
soaices cf empowerment and ^cion vhxcb enable them to ae^Msta and cfstw 
sceod tt^clisempoareting hxal. 

fht tSIobnl 

Tibetan joatb negotiate theit local circumstances to actively impact cbe 
Tibetan natiooal cause by relying on global resources, both technological and 
social, and constructing themselves as past a traasrtaoonal community le 
M4Jet9f^ et l^rgf Appodurai wfites^ *The imagination o cow central to all 
Ibtms cf agency is xtself a social and is cbe key component of the new 

global oedef* <1996: 5IX The Tibetan youth at Mt Kailash Ittd an essentially 
global frame of imagirung themsalves and che wotid they irUubiied. They 
constituted whet App^urei calls an es6n£ap$—*petwki and groupe (that) 
deal vxth the eealicies of having to move of the ^rasies of wanting to move"" 
fH) Tbeit patents came from Tibet to Nepal; within tbtee or loue decree 
their beochers, sisters and cousins movoJ to Becgaloee^ Gerveve, Tbronto and 
Seattle; and their own imagiryuons ase case simultaneously b^k towards 
Tibet but mtoe tealxatkalfy, and perhape hopHully^ oe following theit forti^ 
nate contempufasies co the Vest. 

Three ptimary structures informed a serue of global xdentity^acdenablnJ a 
senseof empowerment and action These were tbe global dispeesion of Tibetan 
fomilies; cbe letetoatiooal support fot titt Tibetan aikl poofde; and cbe 
modem tecbnological apporanues that enabled various forms of commuruc^ 
tioe and the dosemioatioe cf irdbrmation acfoss worlds, the Internet anJ e« 
mail. Through the Intetrw. the youth wete able to be in regixlarcorvtact with 
theit sporuors lO Ftance^ their siblings in India or titt United States^ and with 
a wl^e global network of Tibetans they had ^et seen ce mar. through chec 
looms and information postal on web pages abmc Titacac activities in Tlbec^ 
Nepal afkl India; but also in Londtm^ New Yotk and San Francisco. In tha 
way^ at Me Ksjlash. Titataoeiile idetitity was perfoeteed an letemstroosl 
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^ pMfuiaJ ifi wt)i r»iikd oo global t^bmplog^ 

<ho locerwioaal omacmioa By <ocMCf»tfu with« ai>d p<riofnuj)g 

^ii^ jckfvticy IbraigMn who rh^y liw ai pocoof iai source ^ suppof tlwy^ 
ji <um^ arfivdy imfoccod lynooal cauae. 

lo her book on tha rola of jmmanooal assiscaoca the Tlt^cao com- 
muoity in Nopal, Afu> Fracham a/guaa chat <ha cca^eaxt of a tbfaigo aodiaaca^ 
compfisad ofagaoaa of asajscao ca <o rhaTibacaj) <ausa, <mw dw public^ pof- 
fbemat^ve oaruaa of tba March lOah feaiivinaa aad Tibataj) culcaaa m <main 
apacaa ctf axda Va aaa chat idaoocy aipMUon and <td<ufal paaEcmaiM la 
iAbmad by fha coftfampofafycircam&iaiKaa^cha lOcamaiioQalaudfaftca ajkl 
a4^»poacof fha aula commuj^icy Tl^ia ermd that Pracbacu daaanbaa ij) lodia la 
alaoathjbitad ai fba Hi. Kaila&h Safclamanc m Nap«l. 

From Eoaopaaci NGOa ai>d atudaoe of Baddhiam to iSi Amarxcafi daruaJ 
cliok waatamara wara a aagalar praaatK^ at the camp^ and wara implicitly 
uodaraecod aj>d taaaead aa ibooaa ai>d voltuiaaara^ oe pMantiaJ dor^aa, avao if 
wara oeUy a touriic bayiog a B^dba acatua oa a'FaaaTibat* t<lc (o thia 
way youth at Me Kajiaah grew up uodaracaodicig waatamara aa than gaaaeaat 
ally la tltt nruggk tba a £m Tiboa^ ai>J m Moy waya come nc tad chair own 
identity arouAJ Vaatam axpactattooa acd acced in^coacboca vith a to 
cfeata conaactiona and aoLac tba aapport of Wt&tatci travalara. 

Uaing Fadataj EKpma^DHLando*mail;finactfaa«<ommodxtiaa^ »dam« and 
concaptiomafidatpoctaMom about tha other and tbaircalcaaa waraatchaogad 
on a regular ba&ia. Ac Mr Kajiaah, ai^ry youth aitbaf baJ^ or was aspoccing to 
aacaiva a French apomoa who funded achcol taaa and olaan aant mall gjfta and 
aagular cortaapondama 

One of the everyday waya that pocpia teom Mt Kaibah took ao active 
tola in d>a Tibetan waa by icibrming their buaifMt cuatomert about eba 
Tibetan problem Many ycutb who worked io ttiaeoett, telling haodicrafrt to 
touitttt^ calked topatrona about the Tibetan trruggla in hopee that one might 
have political irJuenca, oe ba able to larvd financial aippott Though muockna^ 
thii pracoca involved a jarticulae porlbecnancaofTlbetaneiileiderwity mvol^ 
ing a regular narfative about d>e Tibetan struggle lO Tibet and lO atile. 

In attan^Hing to arriiat the help <d fieeigoeea aed paeacipating lO tbe 
naciceuj struggle^ youth abo ueed meet otgaoiaad and even tpacracular cneaoa 
The following cornea from ao interview with Fame Keleang^ in whidi ba 
describee the waya tba commuruty^ and aa an iikJiVidual agaot^ aogaged in 
the political acruggle by p edcemiog titt Titecao cause to weatemara. 
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PK: I iM ytry h^, 1 M v<fy baJ 1 m, lik« Tlbmn bof vifh 
Mthiog CO ^ lor Tib«« 1 ftMl v^ry bad (f ( co do anychidj, I 
so I (bel vary bad. Usually ( waoc to ^ a&d^ oo chv (nsamec^ 
ttpra&a viavoo wabaica Ijka^ Traa Tlbac iauea. .chaaa aaa allowed 
Ji Naf«l Buc^ p^icai acnoA, om aiiowad ic's allowad^ 

waa/kog CHhiA^ caatoos 

SB* lodiract akprwioo . Ara thara ocbat chiogs lika clua^ 

PK: p^aoa marcb. 

TC: Ic's rcallad] paaca caaach^ buc .. 

PK: The paaca march 6 cha aaoat import aiu chiog m Napai lor aba 
Tlbatafu. 

SB* Vhan la chii aaaach^ 

PK: Dafai a soma cf aba T^t^tao poopla wl^ ara ir)sarasaad m dous{ 
<hac« or^aAisad tha paopla, {Ibr] aha ParKhao biAbday.. bum 
scnka 

SB* Vhao Mi tlui^ 

PK: Or>a of our TibataAS, IbotiA Dalak Rjopoaha^ was m pnsoo lO 
Tlbac^ aihita baAg^ng. bacauia ba ni dMA^ aoma pohocal {actiorO^ 

SB* Ha war axacuaad^ 

PK: Triad co kill. Bur wa hava to do s^a aapraaauiA aaAd lacrars. 
WACt^ do bun^r strike ia oue cacap^ lika thai Wa a^raaa oua laaliog^ 
<0 abaUNO^ corha laadata<fod>arcouAcrias So, ucifit aow ha lui aoc 
haf^ad, buc wa doa'c koov vhac actually ii od. 

SB* So^ vhaA was it that ha was samaAcad^ 
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PK: A few moothi I have Jooe Mffischuig on that dies fsc <hac 
Oo lAtamat 1 MKb^ diis iisua, SAd vbkh cms ii sa imfOf* 
tSAt SAcl I coUacM^ and I Aiaka a saJ I took u toM tba 
and Tibetans who w<ioiAj huosar ttnka^ and ( affi awa^ 
iAg cham^ (whac cbe| ChiaM aaa goifi$ to do roTboun DdaL 

TC: bfoctM was already axecuted by ChiQMgowcAwnt. 

SB* So you wrote ketm^ 

TC: (o the Ictteroet _ so he photo <opies, aod diitnbated to 
allTbtcaAt. 

SB* And you aid m>tchin^ about lettefs to the UN? 

PK: I seoc some kttets to the UN a h^ Oc^ c( tty £rieoda« al i^ 

abroad^ hke tbreigAert^ l)ke yoa« naking awaae. Tlay <aA alao nake 
otheft aware. 

TD\ Yeah, many people caAa 

PK: Many foreigners <ome, shooting video, shootiog photos. 

TD \ So maybe if they show the videos and photos they will not exec ate 
hice. 

Althcaigh Pama Kelaog t^ins by bemcooing bis inabilicy to be active 
in die rutiosiat cause, ayuig thee in Nef«l *polxtkal acoon" is *noc allow ed ,** 
he i^uxckly uncovers a oucet^r of ways chat Iit^tans ^lAdisecdy" eogage in 
struggle and es^ress Tibetan identity 

Oneof CMt sodung eUsents lo the iS tlw peceneiettecf info^ 

ntaDOO aod comffiunicariOQS techoology Piest Penw Kelsang uses the Internet as 
a source of infoemaDOO aial seEf^nfowemwnt. By searcbmg for eiforcaation. be 
hinwdfabooatlw event L Soxnd.he oaesdit (nteeoectoe:feeas hisepuw 
ions toochen He tlwn owe che photocopies ro n^aas produce mfccmation to be 
ddcnbuted to nteoy people aim oltanecusly Ijm, he sees the technology esnptoyed 
by tlw foeeigoees who came as spwnams ol" che hunget strike— shcotiAg videca 
and phoeograph^-as a Anal means by which lofoenuticn is by whkh 
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dttci^ ffiiy be see e chijfi of jnfcmetkn pees^ thraugh modern^ 

tedvMlogkal cbvics Tlw hucigef wiltf fiic ^ umu cc meke iware cf 

tt^proUem ia T3bei^ but sIs^cmm iSf^ct^kthei Aeyde&ue cc Uffi tf>d 

Tbis is wfi as olunwly powertu^^*S6 oeybe if they (titt ttMi^ders) 
abow (be videos ai>J pbcra they ChiMe) »ili im eiecufe him 

Fee (IttTibetn aa Me Keilash^ the Internet^ as well as video and ptMo^a^ 
pby ntkie ^ pastkuUf cyp ^ giobak dwepofi£ idesKidcetion-^ tout cf 

whea Appadoaei daotfibes as B^Sascafio~^t^ 'fepeecMres ^ images^ nasratiws^ 
tf>d echocecapca [provided eo| viewes fbaougbooa (be world,'' which eoable the 
constst^uon ol" "iffiagiswd worUs that ase <hmwf>cel^ aeethesic^ even &ncastK 
cb]eats*(l999: 3$LXTithweba(es&15ed With photos aid news reports olT^can* 
organ bed po4i(kel» aocki end cultural events all over the wor^^ the I nee met wis 
e primery mrirn by which Tibeteos were able to imagine araJ idervti^ tton ^ lvas 
as part ofeccmmuAicy oue&kleoftt^r hxai srtaation m Nepwl^ as membeesef a 
glotwl cemmumey in ways thaic pwrents araJ gaaa^pwrents rwver <bd ctf wsxild 
In the below, we see IWing DoUta/s acticude about the libetuea 

cf living in the West— which wo old enable personal ccmlort and^himmeoa^ 
as wall as cppoecueity to influence the oatiooal cause. 

TD: PoseigCMS— Amencans^ Eusopeaos couotnes. they ase tlw orfly 
gooJsuppoec If (base ase 00 totirisrs^ how Tibetans will survive^ The 
rousBts ase ftew (he Vestem coudfriea^ yeah? Chioeee tourists ase not 
buying Tibetan tgoeds). ibey are not iruetestnJ in Tibetan 

things. So the Vearem people^ tlwse Americans, they are buying 
Tibetan rhiogs^ doiog sponsorship. Vlthout rhase people Tibetans 
wiU not survive 

TD: T%ey ase preserving Tltetao cultuse in the western councries^ 
Tibetans are 

SB* You thmk^ 

TD: Yt^ susely^ My teochet told me. . He is the Titetao YbutbCon- 
gress president, so be said Tite cans are doing lettivals. they gathered, 
tlwy're weariog diub^ So tlwy can collect mooey and give the money 
to the Tibetan government lO Dharamaala. like this In Nepwl^ we 
cao*t survive our own lifis^ so how can we help the Tibetan commit 
nicy?' .Jr's very difl&cult. . . if there is fiestival. they come togetbec If 
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cok Ittsdif&cukis moQ^yscid l^l^ifi^ spchodttr 

Vtfj jood^ y«s^ So vh^ Daki l^ma il yp to viu< Amarxci, sikl 
flUfiy <ouonMS So whao Daloi <ame all TibotSAa gacharsd^ so 
Ddoi laM (oU chm to pfcsar^^Tibataji culfu<e« to be Iriecidl^ eoch 
otbsf, be hoMkty Thu <altkue 6 to be hckwcy i^eodly earh othet, 
love« compaisicki^ So, Tlbeteiu ere very Atseh peeaervuig 

Tlbecaii euiftue. Vhen we aeaedi www.ubet&eerchxoffi^ so when we 
search thu sire. .KathmsAdu eed Nef^i peopte ean'c Jo^yMf^ lor 
Tibet Vheo we look at thia u$ta, New York, New Jersey. Sea Frarw 
cuco. VeshiogtorH-^tesr Tibetan people ere dotn^ iocs for Tibet So ic 
seems they are dotn^ very good lor Tltececu 

For TseriAg DoJker, rhe affluence and freoJonu sbe imafinea in the West 
enable westerners to be the ultimate benera£tors of the Tibetan cease. These 
same elements of Western aocxery make the Uojted States a kind of ucopA in 
wbkh tbe Tibetans prosper as indxvidaals, care for eadi ocbet and Icatet tr^ 
diuonal coffimamcy. tod fi{ht Ibe their national cause, not to meotioci receive 
visirs from titt Dalai Lama 

Simaltanectiaiy, tlure exceed fieaea aad anuetira about kas and lack 
identity Marriage vxth we&teeciers, daapite the suppoet and oppcrt umtira ic 
brought a £inuiy or individual, was regarded with suapkion Pema Kelaang 
expre&sed fear about what would happen to Tibetans who lived and cnartied 
ourside of the coffimunicy: 

PK: Tibetan people, first of all, titty have to be educated Most of tbtt 
Tibetan people who are living cticaide of the comAuciity, they don't 
know who is rhe Dalai lama. Somethjng bke that. They don't krttw 
ourculfuse. So they have to secde m the Ttetao community, aid they 
Will leasn titt language, and they will koow about the political sic^ 
ation of Tibet. 

SB* Vhich pw^le are thate^ 

PK: Outaide, the people 

SB* Tbetaos? 

PK: YMs, Tibetans. Mmng. aarra^ with Nepali people Harrage. 
mitiog tItt culture 
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SB* VUi tt^i be t ptoblm 9tLAeWtit> 

PK: I ihiAk «K W%o m botfi ioco WhtMti, dvy don^ know about 

Tibet, ir they ere Tibeaici or m W* hm s sake chm avaae XmH f 
Tibetan [ee^ue^^ cJw Tlbetao bafktwricm^^ like that, .ond tltt<ujnir& 

Perm Keban^ jruuelly the peobiem of nueief «Kh Nepalj aociety^ 

bai vben I eakfti if the waa pmaible m the UnitftI Staiea aa Viiail^ mweead 
aftfrmtiveiy. App^hirax tella ua chei m cair gkifc^ woahJ^ AAefiaeftcmoo rmy 
r>ce aeem chreeaeoii^ eo Koeeeoa wht^ Mftad, ^ear dw cloaer tod more loce^v 
ihma cf J^Bfuaatupfi (1996* 321 lo this caae^ in rmny weya T^can ^outb 
embmd American people^ culrure^ aikJ cenaioly firunctti auppon. teaae^ 
tftiftri rht thftif nf ^htnnriTifinn mil NrpiliTiTfim Afkl yea tluy abo wmed 
to obfoci to ihe moat fraught boundanea ol" menage eod rapeo-* 

di^tioaw etivuc anJ colcufal mcung For eaampie. Oume Lhadon ae(emd to her 
apooaoe^ ai 1 >oae plMO vaa fcased on the mU o(" the med> room of the hcaise. la 
her "wond perenta * c^nporieg ttM aeleticmhip to a one Howeo4t, 

end Itft abeer. elcng with TWring Dolkar^ eeprea&ed d ^ omferr with titt idea 
ol" Tibetan wcmm cnaaryiog breigo een« creating en aom/ biologkel connec* 
ficn eikJ aiting^ which amral young women from the setdemeoc hMi dcm lO 
pravHM yeara. Apf^ureiwnaea tbai *one rmn'a icnagined communcy la ai^ther 
men'a political pe^n" <l99d* 321 Vlun one apeculatea ab^ait iMt the crceaeig 
of sucb bctMndum mey imp^c Tibetan aJentiry— ehat fuie bet Anwicaniaation 
nwy ccme to be imagineJ aa eruly tbreetemng— one b atrudc by tbe esaeecif to 
vha± ideoubceckn aeliea on reletiom to tbe cunmunicy 

**The Furneet* 

Hiatoiy of oppresaioci cannce be idtgotceci aa long aa somewhere eo tbe 
world "our c^municy* remauia tbaeatened. Thia o only made more aalient 
in an age of globalisation and global commurucaiions, where the imp^t of 
oppreaion o CMConBoed eoouaown lived aipenencea^ but. aa App^urai telb 
ua, la what we w on tbe oightly oewa. in Ibreigndanguage newapapera. aikl 
on tbe (neemet (\996y Three media open up a much wider artay of everwa and 
people that come to be lecluded in our definttxona of who **wo* are than was 
ever belore poeaibU. Wo aee in tbe caae of Tibetan rehigera in Nrpul tbe 
global nature of tbe community coruribtitea to a aenae agency that wcaild 
no c ot he rw ba be poaai b le . 
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